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preserve the teeth/9 added the cosmetic manu-
facturer.
Mr, Nakai did not know the origin of the teeth
blackening custom but it seems that though the
exact origin is unknown there are records of its
existence as early as the eleventh century. Fasti-
dious young ladies usually blackened thek teeth
just before their marriage and shaved thek eye-
brows dkectly after the wedding ceremony.
Later, even the men took up the custom, in-
cluding the Emperor and members of the Impe-
rial Court. Hanazono Arihito, who was Islinister
of the Left early in the twelfth century, started
the fad among the courtiers. Hanazono, being
over refined in his tastes, aped the ways of women.
In the middle of the twelfth century court
nobles who went to war all blackened their teeth
as an emblem of fidelity as did the followers of the
chiefs of the Hojo clan. As a result, the habit
came to be called the Odawara custom after the
castle town of the Hojo chiefs. For the women
alsoj teeth blackening seems to have been a sign
of fidelity.1
"The custom is quite an annoyance," said
Mr. Nakai, "My mother had to blacken her
1 Taks of Old Japan by Lord Redesdale, p. 294.